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of preaching, for which his superiors found him excellently qualified by
the gifts both of nature and grace. He converted an incredible number
of heretics and sinners in the Romagna, the marquisate of Ancona, Tuscan?
the Bolognese, and the Milanese. And it was by many tribulations which
befell him during the course of his ministry that God prepared him for
the crown of martyrdom. He was accused by some of his own brethren
of admitting strangers, and even women, into his cell. He did not own
the calumny, because this would have been a lie, but he defended himself,
without positively denying it, and with trembling in such a manner as
to be believed guilty, not of anything criminal, but of a breach of his
rule; and his superiors imposed on him a claustral punishment, banished
him to the remote little Dominican convent of Jesi, in the marquisate of
Ancona, and removed him from the office of preaching. Peter received
this humiliation with great interior joy, on seeing himself suffer something
in imitation of Him who, being infinite sanctity, bore with patience and
silence the most grievous slanders, afflictions, and torments for our sake.
But after some months his innocence was cleared, and he was commanded
to return and resume his former functions with honour. He appeared
everywhere in the pulpits with greater zeal and success than ever, and
his humility drew on his labours an increase of graces and benedictions.
He was made superior of several houses of his Order, and in the year 1232
was constituted by the pope inquisitor general of the faith. He had ever
been the terror of the new Manichee heretics, a sect whose principles and
practice tended to the destruction of civil society and Christian morals.
Now they saw him invested with this dignity, they conceived a greater
hatred than ever against him. They bore it, however, under the popedom
of Gregory IX, but seeing him continued in his office and discharging it
with still greater zeal under Pope Innocent IV, they conspired his death,
and hired two assassins to murder him on his return from Como to Milan.
The ruffians lay in ambush for him on his road, and one of them, Carinus
by name, gave him two cuts on the head with an axe, and then stabbed
his companion, called Dominic. Seeing Peter rise on his knees and hearing
him recommend himself to God by those words: " Into thy hands,
O Lord, I commend my soul," and recite the creed, he despatched him
by a wound in the side with his cuttle-axe, on the 6th of April in 1252,
the saint being forty-six years and some days old* His body was pompously
buried in the Dominicans' church dedicated to St Eustorgius, in Milan,
where it still rests; his head is kept apart in a case of crystal and gold
The heretics were confounded at his heroic death and at the wonderful
miracles God wrought at his shrine; and in great numbers desired to
be admitted into the bosom of the Catholic Church. Carinus, the murderer
of the martyr, fled out of the territory of Milan to the city of Forli, where,
being struck with remorse, he renounced his heresy, put on the habit of